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Most of you should by now 
have a copy of the club’s 
summer social calendar—our 
small effort to get you 
through the difficult months 
without fencing and to keep 
you from the dark side of 
voldemorting.  (Editor’s note: 
‘to voldemort’ - to do sports 
that must not be named, i.e. 
anything but fencing).                                     
There are a variety of activi-
ties, so hopefully there will 
be something there for eve-
rybody.  As always, we want 
as many people as possible 
to come along.  If time per-
mits, events will usually be 
followed by dinner and/or the 
pub.  You can of course 
bring friends and family 
along— kids of all ages are 
welcome to such events as 
their parents judge suitable.  
They might like to watch the 
fencing on the common.   If 
there is demand for more 
‘family friendly’ events, we 

can look into organising 
these, so let me know. 
      Regular reminders will be 
sent out by email and posted 
on Facebook, in some cases 
with deadlines attached (e.g. 
The Globe).  Please send me 
your email address or join the 
club Facebook group if you 
want to be kept informed.   
     The first social is a trip to 
the British Museum, on 
Thursday 15 July; you have 
just enough time to get your 
vaccinations before leaving 
the south.  We will be going to 
see the exhibition Italian Ren-
aissance Drawings: Master-

pieces from the Uffizi Gallery, 
£12/adult.  You can book your 
tickets online (http://
www.britishmuseum.org/
whats_onall_current_exhibitio
nsitalian_renaissance_drawin
gs.aspx.) 
We are planning on meeting 
at the museum at 6.45pm, 
going in to the exhibition at 
7pm; it closes at 8.30pm.   
    There will of course still be 
some fencing—the annual 
electric epée competition 
takes place on Thursday 29 
July.  We’ll be meeting by the 
paddling pool at the top of the 
common.  We need a big 
turnout—someone’s got to 
take the crown from Nick or 
there’ll be no putting up with 
him until the following sum-
mer. 
     If you want to see ‘The 
Merry Wives of Windsor’ at 
the Globe Theatre on Thurs-
day 19 August, please let 
Nick Stuart 

Summer Social Events 

(mnd.stuart@mobileemail.
vodafone.net) know by 
July 8 at the absolute lat-
est.  The Globe tends to 
sell out very early, so get 
your name in early.  It is 
also now on Facebook 
and you should have re-
ceived an email about it; if 
not, let me know.  
    We’ll end the summer 
with a dinner to celebrate, 
probably at Nineteen 
again (Streatham High 
Rd).  See you all this  
summer! 

Coming to the end of another 
fencing year we can look 
back on lots of successful 
fencing including the recent 
success against City Club 
and Roger’s 4th place in the 
one hit epee in surrey, Rox-
anne’s national sabre ranking 
and the club providing the 
heart of the London Youth 
game teams of Lambeth and 
Streatham.  On the social 
front we have had an excel-
lent set of events and of 
course hope you’re all look-
ing forward to the summer 
events including the Globe 
Theatre, book bow, and the 
treasure hunt.  
       I’m keen to introduce 
new people to fencing and 
equally help regular fencers 
enjoy the sport whether as a 
casual fencer or competitive 
international. Indeed Streat-
ham is a club run by fencers 
for fencers. But we still strug-
gle to encourage movement 
from the introductory fencing 
classes to the competitive 

stage, any ideas or sugges-
tions welcome! You will re-
ceive a questionnaire shortly 
asking for your opinions and 
advice. 
     The big pitch today is on 
equipment, when to use club 
kit and buying your own.  
Over the years we have 
brought kit with grants and 
self generated funds. But we 
can’t provide everything you 
need, especially for electric 
fencing.  So the club sup-
ports:-                                             

Starter jackets, gloves, 

and foils for beginners.                   
The club supplies all of this 
kit for the first term and you 
are expected to have any 
additional kit by the end of 
your first year (three terms). 
Limited kit is allocated to the 
training needs of the most 
recent fencer followed by 2nd 
and then 3rd term fencers.    

 Electric boxes, spools 

and ground leads for elec-
tric fencing     

     The club armourer and 
club put a lot of time, effort 
and money into maintaining 
the kit; however , we are 
losing ground due to the re-
cent practice of using club kit 
when you haven’t brought 
your own. You can help by 
putting aside any non-
working equipment and tell-
ing any of the committee. 
     We also have equipment 
to introduce people to electric 
foil, epee and sabre. This is 
again for internal club com-
petitions and matches out-
side the club.  
     So if you have been fenc-
ing for over a year you have 
the summer to buy equip-
ment. For a transition period 
to December 2010 you will 
be able to borrow club jack-
ets, gloves, masks and foils. 
 
Buying Equipment 
Second hand equipment is 
rare and may not be up to 
the current safety specifica-
tion so ask more experienced 

members before buying.  
Club fencers don’t need to 
spend a lot of money on new 
equipment. You can get com-
plete starter kits for competi-
tion foil from £200 to £400, 
but you get what you pay for. 
The established suppliers 
Leon Paul or Allstar/Ullman 
provide serious kit that is 
both comfortable and will 
last. Talk to club members 
for the latest gossip on the 
best kit, the most efficient 
supplier and the things to 
avoid.  
The first purchase is 
breeches (£26 to over £100) 
needed for epee and electric 
foil. Without breeches you 
cannot fence competitively in 
the club as you are not cov-
ered by insurance, and it isn’t 
safe. 
Finally have a great summer 
and feel free to threaten me 
with a sword at the outdoor 
epee when I’ll try and beat all 
comers, like last year. 
    Nick Stuart 
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Club contact details:               

info@streathamfencing.org                            

Newsletter editor: Kathleen O’Neill 

(blanchesmains@gmail.com)  
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Nerdy Fencing Fact #26: “No one really  
understands how electric kit works”. 
Face it, you don't. Asked to repair, say, a body 
wire, most of us would have more luck painting 
an exact copy of the Mona Lisa than we would 
fixing what is essentially a long bit of coper 
cable. And electric scoring boxes? They might 
as well be operated by tiny mystic gerbils 
poking fireflies with sticks for all any of us 
could tell you about what goes on inside 
them...     (Ceri Thomas) 

Club Championships 

The Club Championships 
will take place at Dunraven 
Lower School on Sunday . 
11 July. A final chance for 
bragging rights and to win 
some of the older trophies in 
fencing. 
     Check in times: 9.30 
Men’s Foil; 12.30 Mixed 
Epée; 3.00 Mixed Sabre.         
     Format will be either 
poule unique or two rounds 
of pools by promotion, de-
pending on  numbers. If 

necessary a single round 
barrage will be fenced for 
first place if there is an 
equality of victories, followed 
by count back of indicators. 
     If there are sufficient 
entries, a foil plate will be 
run at the organizers’ discre-
tion. 
     There will be trophies for 
the best ladies at epée and 
sabre. 
     There will also be a Mas-
ter at Arms trophy for the 

best fencer overall and for 
best lady Master at Arms, 
plus best new sabreur – so 
do get some sabre practice 
in. 
     Please ensure your kit is 
working – arrange with Barry 
to borrow anything you lack  
     You need to be a paid up 
member of the club, either 
annual, two of the past three 
terms or 20 weeks in the 
past season. 
 Roger Barnes 

Above: Fencing Kit Fashion Parade—

how do you wear yours? 

Fencing starts again on 
Thursday 9 September, 
and  beginner and inter-
mediate classes the 
following week., 16th 
September. 
    The seniors courses 
cost £90 for 8 weeks, 
and the juniors £55 for 8 
weeks.   
     Club fees will be 
£180 for the full year, or 

Dates and Fees: 2010-11 

£80 per term. If you take 
out or renew member-
ship by 16 July, this will 
be reduced to £165 for 
the year.  You can pay 
this in three instalments 
of £55 if you wish: 
1st payment: by 16 July 
2nd payment: by 20 
August 
3rd payment: by 10 
September. 

You can pay via Paypal 
on the club website 
(www.streathamfencin
g.org), at both full and 
discounted rates. 
Please also complete a  
registration form and 
return to David Lowe.  
You can speak to him at 
the club or email him at: 
david.c.lowe@             
btinternet.com 

Lambeth Country Show: 17 and 18 July, Brockwell Park 

All hands on deck! 
 
We’re going to put on a 
show. We impressed               
Lambeth Council with the 
open air demonstration at 
Kennington at the start of 
the season, we now have  
the chance to repeat one of 
our finest hours – the fabled 

demonstration at the              
Science Museum, with 
crowds  four deep along a 
20m barrier watching Mr 
Blobby fence the Lion (and 
a gob-smacked BFA Board 
Member)[ Editor’s note: no, I 
don’t know what this means 
either.]                                 
We’ve been given a full mar-

quee, two days and a much 
bigger audience to end the 
season – we’ll have a show 
piste and areas tfor people 
to try fencing. But what we 
need is yourselves, all of us 
and friends – so keep that 
weekend free, and have a 
blast. 
 Roger Barnes 

Match Results 

Club Ladies Foil: Lara 

Bonici won. 

SFC vs.City FC: SFC won 

3/5 matches. 

London Youth Games: 

Lambeth Junior Fencers 

(including many Streatham 

juniors) came 3rd. 

Len Camin Open: Paul 

Walker came 22nd, David 

Lowe 26th, Tom Lowe 35th 

and Roger Barnes 44th. 

Thanks to Ceri, Nick and Roger for their 

contributions, and to others for suggestions.  All 

photos are of SFC members in their kit (dashing, 

non?), taken from the Facebook Group.  
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